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I hope you find this newsletter
interesting and informative.
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the market or buying internationally
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my pleasure to be of service to you
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Stay? Go? Does Anyone Really Know?

As a homeowner, over the past year or so, you’ve probably been paying
close attention to real estate news, and especially property values in your
neighbourhood. You may even have had thoughts of moving, but are
weighing the balance between what you’ve heard your home is now worth
versus the price of homes you would consider purchasing. As your real
estate sales representative, I’'m here to help clarify what’s going on in the
real estate market, and to provide answers to all of your questions.

First of all, it's worth noting that
we're not in this alone. Much of the
world is involved in an economic
slowdown, and we in Canada are
feeling the ripple effects of the credit
crunch that began in the United
States in 2007. Our situation in
Canada is not a mirror image of what
went on in the U.S., however, due

to some fundamental differences.

For example, Canada has always had
more conservative lending practices
and fewer speculative buyers. We
also don't have the high housing
inventory that's flooding the real
estate market in the U.S.

The real estate market in Canada
continues to moderate, following
five record-setting years. While
that means that homebuyers who

purchased a property when the
market was at its peak may not
recover their initial investment this
year, it also means that any property
you purchase will probably sell for
less this year than it would have
during the peak, giving you more
value for your buying dollar. It is this
differential that you have to weigh.

The best way to tackle any decision
is to get as much information on

the situation as possible, and that's
where | can help. | have my finger on
the pulse of today's rapidly changing
real estate market. Real estate is
truly, now more than ever, local,

and that's why it's more important
than ever to have someone with
up-to-date knowledge of your
neighbourhood on your side. onsF
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DECOR DILEMMAS

Decorating a home can be harder than anticipated. Those of us
who aren’t interior designers, and who may therefore welcome
a little help, might be interested in reading about these five

common décor dilemmas - and their solutions.

DILEMMA #1: Decorating a Large Room
The Problem: | have a large room that lacks intimacy; it
sometimes makes conversation difficult.

The Solution: Large spaces are made for multiple uses, so
use rugs, furniture or elements like columns to divide the
room into zones serving different functions, like a reading
area and conversation area. Create the appearance of a
lower ceiling by installing molding a few feet below and
painting it a darker shade than the walls; opt for a warm,
dark shade. Go big with furniture, artwork and patterns
for proportionality's sake.

DILEMMA #2: Decorating a Small Room
The Problem: My small space feels claustrophobic. I'm
worried it could also make my home harder to sell.

The Solution: The further you can see into a space, the bigger
it seems, so choose low-profile, open-design furniture - think
exposed legs, armless chairs, glass-top tables, backless shelves.
Match furniture to walls so it blends into the background.
Use light hues (pale blues and greens, yellows, creams, whites)
on walls and paint the ceiling a lighter shade to "raise” it.
Maximize light to banish shadows, and incorporate mirrors.

DILEMMA #3: Establishing a Focal Point

The Problem: I've heard a room will feel more inviting
if furniture is arranged around a focal point. How do |
establish this focal point?

The Solution: If the room’s architecture doesn't provide a
natural focal point, like a fireplace or picture window, you
can create one by picking the room's largest feature, be it

an armoire, sofa, TV, painting or even a rug (today's trendy
graphic rugs make great focal points), and emphasizing it
by arranging your furniture around it, accenting it with
lighting, accessorizing it, painting the wall behind it a
different shade or wallpapering that wall.

DILEMMA #4: Incorporating Trends

The Problem: There are so many appealing home
decorating ideas. How do | keep up with the latest styles,
yet keep my budget in check?

The Solution: Follow only one trend at a time and don't
embrace it for the sake of being trendy - embrace it
because it's in keeping with your personal style and it'll
stay relevant to you that much longer. Incorporate trends
only via those things that can be easily and inexpensively
replaced: rugs, cushions, throws, lamps, artwork, picture
frames and so on. For big-ticket items like your couch,
stick to a timeless, classic look.

DILEMMA #5: Mixing Décor Styles
The Problem: | want to introduce a new look in my room
but don't want it to look chaotic!

The Solution: Consider incorporating a second décor style
by introducing just one key item. If you want to mix it
up more, be sure to keep your canvas (the room's walls)
simple in terms of paint and wallpaper choice. Find a
common denominator (color, pattern, shape, texture) to
unite your distinctly styled pieces, and adhere closely to
the principles of design: balance, proportion and scale,
rhythm, and focal points.
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